Issue-1X, 2021 UPA National Peer-Reviewed e-journal ISSN : 2455-4375

STUDENT-CENTERED LEARNING

Dr. M. P. Morghade
Assistant Professor,
Department of Commerce,
Y. C. College,

Lakhandur, Dist- Bhandara.

Abstract: Student-centred learning, also known as learner-centred education, broadly
encompasses methods of teaching that shift the focus of instruction from the teacher to
the student. In original usage, student-centred learning aims to develop learner autonomy
and independence " by putting responsibility for the learning path in the hands of students
by imparting to them skills, and the basis on how to learn a specific subject and schemata
required to measure up to the specific performance requirement.!’'I¥ Student-centred
instruction focuses on skills and practices that enable lifelong learning and independent
problem-solving.l”’ Student-centered learning theory and practice are based on
the constructivist learning theory that emphasizes the learner's critical role in constructing
meaning from new information and prior experience.
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Student-centered learning puts students' interests first, acknowledging student
voice as central to the learning experience. In a student-centered learning space, students
choose what they will learn, how they will pace their learning,'® and how they will assess
their own learning."” This is in contrast to traditional education, also dubbed "teacher-
centered learning", which situates the teacher as the primarily "active" role while students
take a more "passive", receptive role. In a teacher-centered classroom, teachers choose what
the students will learn, how the students will learn, and how the students will be assessed on
their learning. In contrast, student-centered learning requires students to be active,
responsible participants in their own learning and with their own pace of learning.'Usage of
the term "student-centered learning" may also simply refer to educational mindsets or
instructional methods that recognize individual differences in learners.® In this sense,
student-centered learning emphasizes each student's interests, abilities, and learning styles,
placing the teacher as a facilitator of learning for individuals rather than for the class as a
whole.

Theorists like John Dewey, Jean Piaget and Lev Vygotsky, whose collective work
focused on how students learn, have informed the move to student-centered learning. John
Dewey was an advocate for progressive education, and he believed that learning is a social
and experiential process. He believed that a classroom environment in which students could
learn to think critically and solve real world problems was the best way to prepare learners
for the future [Carl Rogers' ideas about the formation of the individual also contributed to
student-centered learning. Rogers wrote that "the only learning which significantly influences
behavior [and education] is self discovered".”” Maria Montessori was also a forerunner of
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student-centered learning, where preschool children learn through independent self-directed
interaction with previously presented activities.

Self-determination theory focuses on the degree to which an individual’s behavior is
self-motivated and 'self-determined'. When students are given the opportunity to gauge their
learning, learning becomes an incentive.

Student-centered learning means inverting the traditional teacher-centered
understanding of the learning process and putting students at the centre of the learning
process. In the teacher-centered classroom, teachers are the primary source for knowledge.
On the other hand, in student-centered classrooms, active learning is strongly encouraged.
Armstrong (2012) claimed that "traditional education ignores or suppresses learner
responsibility".!'"

A further distinction from a teacher-centered classroom to that of a student-centered
classroom is when the teacher acts as a facilitator, as opposed to instructor. In essence, the
teacher’s goal in the learning process is to guide students into making new interpretations of
the learning material, thereby 'experiencing' content, reaffirming Rogers' notion that
"significant learning is acquired through doing".""!

Through peer-to-peer interaction, collaborative thinking can lead to an abundance of
knowledge. In placing a teacher closer to a peer level, knowledge and learning is enhanced,
benefitting the student and classroom overall. According to Lev Vygotsky's theory of
the zone of proximal development (ZPD), students typically learn vicariously through one
another. Scaffolding is important when fostering independent thinking skills. Vygotsky
proclaims, "Learning which is oriented toward developmental levels that have already been
reached is ineffective from the viewpoint of the child's overall development. It does not aim

for a new stage of the developmental process but rather lags behind this process."!'"!

Student-centered assessment :

One of the most critical differences between student-centered learning and teacher-
centered learning is in assessment.!'” Student-centered learning typically involves
more formative  assessment and  less summative  assessment than  teacher-centered
learning.!"* In student-centered learning, students participate in the evaluation of their
learning.!"* This means that students are involved in deciding how to demonstrate their
learning. Developing assessment that supports learning and motivation is essential to the
success of student-centered approaches.

Application to Elementary and Secondary Education :

The principles of student-centered instruction have been promoted as a way to
improve engagement and boost achievement through their inclusion in the Common
Core.!"*! Student-centered instruction has been shown to be related to increased mathematics
engagement, but the relationship might be different for each race.' Additionally there is
evidence that using student-centered instruction raises mathematics achievement.!'”’
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Application to higher Education :

Student-centered learning environments have been shown to be effective in higher
education."™ They have been defined specifically within higher education as both a mindset
and a culture within a given educational institution and as a learning approach broadly related
to, and supported by, constructivist theories of learning. They are characterised by innovative
methods of teaching which aim to promote learning in communication with teachers and
other learners and which take students seriously as active participants in their own learning
and foster transferable skills such as problem-solving, critical thinking, and reflective
thinking.""/* The revised European Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance, due to
be approved by the ministers of European higher education in May 2015, “4l jnclude
the following passage on student-centred learning: "Institutions should ensure that
programmes are delivered in a way that encourages students to take an active role in creating
the learning process and [should ensure] that the assessment of students reflects this
approach."

A research university in Hong Kong sought to promote student-centered learning
[21]

across the entire university by employing the following methods:

. Analysis of good practice by award-winning teachers, in all faculties, to show how they
made use of active forms of student learning.

. Subsequent use of the analysis to promote wider use of good practice.

. A compulsory teacher training course for new junior teachers, which encouraged
student-centered learning.

. Projects funded through teaching development grants, of which 16 were concerned with
the introduction of active learning experiences.

. A program-level quality enhancement initiative which utilized a student survey to
identify strengths and potential areas for improvement.

. Development of a model of a broadly based teaching and learning environment
influencing the development of generic capabilities to provide evidence of the need for
an interactive learning environment.

. The introduction of program reviews as a quality assurance measure.

The success of this initiative was evaluated by surveying the students. After two years,
the mean ratings indicating the students' perception of the quality of the teaching and learning
environment at the university all rose significantly.!*”! The study is one of many examining
the process of implementing student-centered pedagogies in large institutions of higher
education.*!

References:

o Jones, Leo. (2007). The Student-Centered Classroom. Cambridge University Press.
o Rogers, C. R. (1983). Freedom to Learn for the 80's. New York: Charles E. Merrill
Publishing Company, A Bell & Howell Company.

Published in Collaboration with
SSPM’s Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Nagpur and 106
S. N. Mor College of Arts, Commerce & Science College, Tumsar (Bhandara)



Issue-1X, 2021 UPA National Peer-Reviewed e-journal ISSN : 2455-4375

o Pedersen, S., & Liu, M. (2003). Teachers’ beliefs about issues in the implementation of
a student-centered learning environment. Educational Technology Research and
Development, 51(2), 57-76.

° Hannafin, M. J., &Hannafin, K. M. (2010). Cognition and student-centered, web-based
learning: Issues and implications for research and theory. In Learning and instruction in
the digital age (pp. 11-23). Springer US.

o Young, Lynne E.; Paterson, Barbara L. (2007). Teaching Nursing: Developing a
Student-centered Learning Environment. p. 5. ISBN 978-0781757720.

o Crumly, Cari; Dietz, Pamela; d’Angelo, Sarah (2014-11-01). Pedagogies for Student-
Centered Learning: Online and On-Ground. Augsburg Fortress
Publishers. doi:10.2307/j.ctt9mOskc.5. ISBN 978-1-4514-8953-8. JSTOR j.ctt9mOskc.

o Johnson, Eli (2013). The Student Centered Classroom: Vol 1: Social Studies and
History. p. 19. ISBN 978-1317919490.

o Student-Centered Learning. (2014). Education Reform
Glossary. http://edglossary.org/student-centered-learning/

o Kraft, R. G. (1994). Bike riding and the art of learning. In L. B. Barnes, C. Roland
Christensen, & A. J. Hansen (Eds.), Teaching and the case method. Boston: Harvard
Business School Press, Pg. 41

o Armstrong 2012, p. 2.

o Vygotsky, L.S. (1980). Mind in Society. p. 89. ISBN 0674076699.

o Crumly, Cari (2014). Pedagogies for Student-Centered Learning: Online and On-
Ground. p. 26. ISBN 978-1451489538.

o Crumly 2014, p. 26.

o Jahnke, Isa (2012). "A Way Out of the Information Jungle". In Coakes, Elayne
(ed.). Technological Change and Societal Growth: Analyzing the Future.
p. 182. ISBN 978-1466602014.

J "Can Student-Driven Learning Happen Under Common Core?". KQED. Retrieved 16
September 2020.

o Talbert, Eli (2019). "Does student-centered instruction engage students differently? The
moderation effect of student ethnicity". The Journal of Educational Research. 112 (3):
327-341. doi:10.1080/00220671.2018.1519690. S2CID 149963744.

o Cornelius-White, Jeffrey (2015). "Learner-centered teacher-student relationships are
effective: A meta-analysis". Review of Educational Research.

o Wright, Gloria  Brown  (2011). "Student-Centered  Learning in  Higher
Education" (PDF). International Journal of Teaching and Learning in Higher
Education. 23 (3): 93-94. ISSN 1812-9129.

° Attard, Angele; lorio, Emma Di; Geven, Koen; Santa, Robert (2014). Student-Centered
Learning SCL Toolkit. Brussels: European Students' Union.

J Hoidn, Sabine (2017). Student-Centered Learning Environments in Higher Education
Classrooms. New York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan.

. Geven, K.; Attard, A. (2012). "Time for Student-Centred Learning?". In Curaj, Adrian;
Scott, Peter; Vlasceanu, Laz?r (eds.). European Higher Education at the
Crossroads. ISBN 978-9400739376.

Published in Collaboration with
SSPM’s Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Nagpur and 107
S. N. Mor College of Arts, Commerce & Science College, Tumsar (Bhandara)



